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CONFIDENTIAL ABU DHABI 2298 
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SUBJ: UAE MISSION TO SAUDI ARABIA 

REF: ABU DHABI 2291 

WHILE I WAS AT AIRPORT THIS MORNING TO GREET VISITING ADMIRAL 
BIGLEY I FOUND SAUDI AMBASSADOR WHO TOLD ME THAT FONMINISTER SUWAIDI 
AND UAE AMBASSADOR TO LONDON TAJIR WOULD BE FLYING URGENTLY TO SAUDI 
ARABIA THAT DAY. PURPOSE OF TRIP WAS TO TRY TO PERSUADE AMIR FAHD TO 
MAKE HIS LONG-PLANNED TRIP TO THE UAE THIS COMING WEEK, BEFORE 
SUPREME COUNCIL MEETS NOV 15 TO CONSIDER FURTHER STEPS TOWARD 
STRENGTHENING FEDERAL AUTHORITY OF EMIRATES. WITH SHAIKH SULTAN'S 
STATEMENT OF FEW DAYS AGO (REFTEL), SHAIKH ZAYID AND HIS MINISTERS 
NOW UNDOUBTEDLY FEEL THEY HAVE PSYCHOLOGICAL ADVANTAGE AND ARE 
SEEKING TO PRESS IT WITH SHAIKHS RASHID AND SAQR BY THROWING SAUDI 
INFLUENCE AS WELL INTO THE BALANCE. 

2. COMMENTS: PRESS HERE REPORTS FAHD DUE TO ARRIVE NOV 10. IF 
THIS TRUE, PERHAPS SUWAIDI-TAJIR TRIP IS FOR PURPOSE OF BRIEFING HIM 
ON LATEST DEVELOPMENTS HERE. 
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